
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CNC LATHE OPERATOR 
Levels 1 - 4 
Learners on this pathway focus specifically on the operation and maintenance 
of the computer numerical control (CNC) lathe used in the manufacturing 
process. Learners concentrate on the component parts of the lathe system, its 
operation, accessories needed for operation and the maintenance and care of 
the equipment. After an initial review of lathe basics, learners reach an 
intermediate level of knowledge relating to lathe operation. The pathway 
employs two levels covering seven areas of expertise through 24 courses. It 
will take learners 27 hours to complete this pathway.  
 
Among the objectives for this pathway, learners will be able to:  
• explain the difference between a horizontal and a vertical lathe  
• list the components of a CNC lathe  
• identify the five main areas of the CNC controller  
• define terminology used in the field of NDE  
• describe how chucks are actuated 
 

Total # of Modules:   24 
Total Hours:   27 
 
 



 

 

  


